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SUBJECT: SECURITY SITUATION IN SIND 

1 . ALTHOUGH THERE WAS MUCH PROTEST ACTIVITY APRIL 15, IT PRODUCED 
LESS VIOLENCE THAN EXPECTED, EVEN IN HYDERABAD WHICH HAD BEEN 
REPORTED AS PARTICULARLY TENSE. PROCESSIONS WERE HELD IN HYDERABAD, 
SUKKUR, KHAIRPUR, MIRPUR KHAS AND SANGHER, AND SCORES OF PROCESSIONS 
WERE TAKEN OUT IN KARACHI BY PNA PARTY GROUPS, RELIGIOUS ELEMENTS, 
WOMEN, STUDENTS AND TRADE UNIONISTS. INEVITABLY NORMAL MOVEMENT OF 
TRAFFIC IN THE CITY WAS INCONVENIENCED, AND SHOPS WERE CLOSED EITHER 
IN ANTICIPATION OR AS A RESULT OF THE PROCESSIONS, BUT OTHERWISE 
CONDITONS WERE NORMAL IN MOST LOCALITIES. 

2. THE VIOLENCE THAT OCCURRED APRIL 15 WAS ALMOST ENTIRELY CONFINED 
TO CLASHES BETWEEN PNA AND PPP SUPPORTERS. THE PNA PROCESSIONISTS 
INDULGED IN THE USUAL SPATE OF ARSON AND STONING AGAINST PPP OFFICES 
AND BUSINESSES OWNED BY PPP FIGURES, AND IN SEVERAL PLACES THIS LED 
TO FIGHTS AND EVEN GUNFIRE. PPP FIRING AGAINST A PNA PROCESSION IN 
LANDHI RESULTED IN AT LEAST ONE AND POSSIBLY THREE DEATHS. 
NEVERTHELESS THERE WAS NO SIGN OF COORDINATED RETALIATION BY THE 
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PPP. ON THE CONTRARY, A SOURCE WITH CONTACTS IN THE SIND CABINET 
REPORTS THAT AN APRIL 15 MEETING OF PARTY LEADERS DECIDED NOT TO 
CALL OUT PPP PROCESSIONS AND DEMONSTRATIONS AT THIS TIME. IN CONTRAS 
T 

TO THE PRACTICE OF RECENT DAYS, PNA PROTESTERS APPEAR TO HAVE 
DESISTED FROM ATTACKS ON BANKS APRIL 15. 
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3. A NEW STRATEGY ON THE PART OF THE SECURITY FORCES SEEMS TO BE 
EMERGING. THE POLICE ARE LESS IN EVIDENCE ON THE STREETS. THE 
LARGER PROTEST PROCESSIONS ARE TYPICALLY ESCORTED BY ARMY OR 

FSF DETACHMENTS. AND IT IS COMMONLY THESE TWO ELEMENTS THAT APPEAR 
TO DISPERSE THE TROUBLEMAKERS WHEN A DISTURBANCE BREAKS OUT. 

THERE ARE NO REPORTS OF THE SECURITY FORCES RESORTING TO GUNFIRE 
APRIL 15, AND ONLY ONE INSTANCE (IN SUKKUR) OF TEAR GAS BEING 
USED. 

4. THE USUAL BATTERY OF PROTEST PROCESSIONS IS SCHEDULED FOR 
APRIL 16. A NEWLY-ORGANIZED STUDENT GROUP, CALLING ITSELF THE 
INQILABI ACTION COUNCIL, PLANS THE FIRST PRO-PPP PROCESSION IN A 
LONG TIME. ITS SUCCESS IS PROBLEMATICAL SINCE MOST STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS HAVE BEEN SUPPORTING THE PNA DEMANDS. 

MOORE. 
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